
 
101 Midland Avenue, Basalt, CO 81621 

 
 

Meeting Date:  January 12, 2016     Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Location: Town Council Chambers 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

 
6:00 1.  Call to Order (Mayor Whitsitt) 
 
 
6:01 2.  Roll Call (Pam Schilling) 
 
 
6:02 3.  Consent Agenda (Mayor Whitsitt) 
 

3A.  Minutes: December 8, 2015 
 
 Recommended motion:   
 Mayor, I move that the Town Council approve the Consent Agenda as published.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

6:04  4. Council Comments, Reports, Disclosures 
   
 
6:10 5.   Citizen Comments:  for Items Not on the Agenda and Items Added to the  
    Agenda After the Deadline 

 
6:30 6. SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES: 
 
Mayor to open all 3 ordinances (6A, 6B, 6C) at one time.   

 
 6A. Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance No. 26, Series of 2015:   
 An Ordinance of the Town Council of Basalt, Colorado, Amending Chapter 4, 
 Revenue and Finance, of the Basalt  Municipal Code Concerning the Town’s Sales Tax, 
 By Providing for a Sales Tax  Credit Against Certain Public Improvement Fees Paid at 
 Willits Town Center, Basalt,  Colorado   (Judi Tippetts and Bruce Kimmel) 
  

Recommended motion:   
  Mayor, I move that the Town Council Approve Ordinance No. 26, Series of  
  2015. 
 
 6B.   Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance No. 27, Series of 2015:  
 An Ordinance of the  Town Council of Basalt, Colorado, Approving a Public Financing 
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 Agreement with Willits Town Center, LLC, Regarding the Financing of Public 
 Improvements at Willits Town Center  (Judi Tippetts and Bruce Kimmel) 
 

Recommended motion:   
  Mayor, I move that the Town Council Approve Ordinance No. 27, Series of  
  2015.    
 
 6C. Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance No. 28, Series of 2015:  
 An Ordinance of the Town Council of Basalt, Colorado, Approving Amendments to the 
 Approval Documents for the Willits Town Center PUD and Authorizing Transfer of 
 Property Interests From the Town to the Willits Town Center (WTC) Developer  (Susan 
 Philp) 
 

Recommended motion:   
Mayor, I move that the Town Council Approve Ordinance No. 28, Series of 2015. 

 
 
8:00 7. FIRST READINGS OF ORDINANCES: 
 
Mayor to open first 2 ordinances (7A and 7B) at one time. 
 
 7A.    First Reading of Ordinance No. 01, Series 2016:  An Ordinance Authorizing the 
 Execution and Delivery of a Contract  to Buy and Sell Real Estate Between the Roaring 
 Fork Conservancy and the Town of  Basalt, Colorado, and Providing Other Matters 
 Properly Relating Thereto (Susan Philp) 
 

Recommended motion: 
Mayor, I move that the Town Council Approve Ordinance No. 01, Series of 2016, 
on first reading and set the public hearing and second reading for January 26, 
2016.   
 

 7B. First Reading of Ordinance No. 02, Series 2016:  An Ordinance of the Town 
 Council of Basalt, Colorado, Approving a Lease Agreement for Construction and 
 Occupancy of a River Center at 22826 Two Rivers Road on Property to be Owned by 
 the Town (Susan Philp) 
 

Recommended motion: 
Mayor, I move that the Town Council Approve Ordinance No. 02, Series of 2016, 
on first reading and set the public hearing and second reading for January 26, 
2016. 
 

 7C.    First Reading of Ordinance No. 03, Series of 2016:  An Ordinance of the Town 
 of Basalt, Colorado, Amending Chapter 4, Revenue and Finance, of the Basalt Municipal 
 Code to Add a New Article VIII Establishing a One Percent for the Arts Program (Susan 
 Philp) 
 

Recommended motion: 
Mayor, I move that the Town Council Approve Ordinance No. 03, Series of 2016, 
on first reading and set the public hearing and second reading for January 26, 
2016. 

2 of 194



 
 
 
 8. INFORMATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:   
  NO ACTION REQUIRED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL 
  

8A. Accounts Payable for 12/22/15 and 01/12/16 
8B. Advance Agendas 
8C.   Correspondence to the Town 
8D.  Town Clerk Administrative Liquor Actions 
8E.   RFTA Budget Presentation 
 

 9.   ADJOURNMENT 
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101 Midland Avenue, Basalt, CO 81621 

 
 

Meeting Date:  December 8, 2015      Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Location: Town Council Chambers 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN TIMES  

AND REORDERING OF FIRST AND SECOND READINGS.   
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 
5:00 PM Element Hotel Ribbon Cutting 
 
A. Students of the Month – Responsibility 
B.   Basalt Middle School – Lego Robotics Team 
C.   Mountain West Football Championship, Coach Tom Moore  
D. Ryder Hutchinson - Punt, Pass, Kick 
E. Town Manager Annual Report 
 
December’s Student Citizens are: 
From Basalt Elementary:  Kimberly Hernandez and Jackson Beard 
From Basalt Middle School:  Samira Huezo and Connor Hoffman 
From Basalt High School:  Rogerio Ramos and Megan Sherry 
 
There is to be a more formal acknowledgement of the Lego Robotics team members in early 
2016. 
 
Item E – Town Manager Annual Report was moved to the end of the meeting. 
 
F.  Aspen Skiing Company Update – Mike Kaplan 
 
Mike Kaplan was unable to attend the meeting.  Auden Schendler and David Perry were present 
with several other members of the Aspen Skiing Company to present an update to Council.  
They offered a PowerPoint presentation update and topics covered included:   
• The Skiing Company’s involvement in environmental issues – what they’ve done and what 

they want to do;   
• Their work to partner with the Aspen Airport and their concerns with the Aspen Pitkin County 

Airport Master Plan;   
• Plans for improvements on Aspen Mountain and Snowmass to create a more year ‘round 

attraction; 
• The Mountain Collective ski pass and occupancy forecast; 
• Their investment in the update of the website and web videos; and 
• Frustration at finding housing for Skiing Company employees.   

3A 
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Katie Baum and Betsy Burton – Blueprint and Model for Events  
 
Doug MacDonald introduced this item and Betsy Burton.  Katie Baum was unable to attend.  
Betsy Burton offered an overview of the property she and her partner purchased that has turned 
into a successful organic farm and wedding venue hosting events throughout the growing 
season. 
 
1.    Call to Order (Mayor Whitsitt) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Mayor Jacque Whitsitt. 
 
2.   Roll Call 
 
Council members present were Bernie Grauer, Rick Stevens, Rob Leavitt, Gary Tennenbaum 
and Herschel Ross.  Council member Mark Kittle was absent.   
 
3. Consent Agenda 
  
3A. Minutes of  (3Ai) 11/10/15 and (3Aii) 11/24/1 
 
M/S COUNCILORS ROSS AND LEAVITT THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE THE 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS AS PRESENTED.  THE MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 
 
4.   Council Comments, Reports, Disclosures: 
 
Mayor Whitsitt said there had been a great tree lighting and menorah lighting last weekend. 
 
Rick Stevens attended the whitewater park meeting held at the Basalt Regional Library that was 
intended to solicit public input on the streamside improvements alongside the proposed 
whitewater wave park on the Roaring Fork River in Basalt.  The question of funding the 
improvements and potential partners was raised.  Rick said comments from the public should be  
in written form, and it was important for people to show up at these meetings.  Rick also asked 
that these meetings be noticed so that if more than 2 council members wanted to attend, they 
could do so.   
 
Rob Levitt said when he spoke two weeks ago about great things happening in Basalt, he failed 
to mention CCY  (Cottle, Carr, Yaw Architects) who had been recognized as one of the best 
places to work by Outside Magazine.  Rob also asked about the phone books piling up at the 
post office and wondered if there was some way to get them recycled. 
 
Herschel Ross encouraged everyone to go on to the Town website and see the list of 
accomplishments this year (under the Town Manager’s report).  Herschel also noted that the 
Discretionary Fund Committee had met to distribute funds to some very deserving non-profits.  
Requests were for about 3 times the amount of money the Town had to distribute; all of the 
groups were deserving.  Herschel said he would like to see a note from the recipients as to how 
the money was actually used.  He said they always had a good meeting at Rotary when they 
presented groups with their checks.    
 
5. Citizen Comments for Items Not on the Agenda and Items Added to the Agenda  
 
There were no citizen comments this evening. 
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8. First Reading Ordinances 
 
The Titles of Ordinance No 26, 2015, Ordinance No 27, 205 and Ordinance No 28, 29015, were 
read in to the record by Planning Director Susan Philp.  These 3 items were discussed together.   
 
8A. First Reading of Ordinance No. 26, Series of 2015:  An Ordinance of the Town 
Council of Basalt, Colorado, Amending Chapter 4, Revenue and Finance, of the  Basalt  
Municipal Code Concerning the Town’s Sales Tax, By Providing for a Sales Tax Credit Against 
Certain Public Improvement Fees Paid at Willits Town Center, Basalt, Colorado   
 
8B.   First Reading of Ordinance No. 27, Series of 2015:  An Ordinance of the Town 
Council of Basalt, Colorado, Approving a Public Financing Agreement with Willits Town Center, 
LLC, Regarding the Financing of Public Improvements at Willits Town Center  
 
8C. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance No. 28, Series of 2015:  An 
Ordinance of the Town Council of Basalt, Colorado, Approving Amendments to the Approval 
Documents for the Willits Town Center PUD and Authorizing Transfer of  Property Interests 
From the Town to the Willits Town Center (WTC) Developer   
 
Tim Belinski of IND Ventures, Evan Welsh of Mariner, and David Warner served as applicant 
representatives.  Michael Wiley, hotel owner was present.  Bruce Kimmel of Ehlers, was present 
as the Town’s financial consultant. 
 
Mayor Whitsitt opened the public hearing at 8:43 PM. 
 
Citizens speaking at the public hearing were:   Andrew Zausmer, Diana Elliott, Jae Gregory, 
Craig Scott, Carol Hawk, Rebecca Steinbach, Mark Cole, Heather Riley, Royal Laybourn, Joel 
Mischke, Brian Buell, and John Barker. 
 
Council comments and discussion followed.   
 
M/S COUNCILORS ROSS AND GRAUER THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE 
ORDINANCE NO. 26, SERIES OF 2015, AND SET THE PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND 
READING FOR JANUARY 12, 2016.   
 
Council discussion followed. 
 
THE MOTION CARRIED 4-2 WITH COUNCILMEMBER TENNENBAUM AND MAYOR 
WHITSITT OPPOSED. 
 
M/S COUNCILORS GRAUER AND ROSS THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE 
ORDINANCE NO. 27, SERIES OF 2015, AND SET THE PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND 
READING FOR JANUARY 12, 2016.  THE MOTION CARRIED 4-2 WITH COUNCILMAN 
TENNENBAUM AND MAYOR WHITSITT OPPOSED.     
 
Council then discussed Ordinance No., 28, Series of 2015 and whether they wanted an 
affordable housing space, or a core and shell building.   
 
M/S COUNCILORS ROSS AND LEAVITT THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE 
ORDINANCE NO. 28, SERIES OF 2015, AND CONTINUE AND SET THE PUBLIC HEARING 
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AND SECOND READING FOR JANUARY 12, 2016.  THE MOTION CARRIED 4-2 WITH 
COUNCILMAN TENNENBAUM AND MAYOR WHITSITT OPPOSED.   
 
7.   Resolutions 
 
7A.   Resolution No.  56, Series of 2015:  A Resolution Summarizing Expenditures  and 
Revenues for Each Fund and Adopting a Budget for the Town of Basalt,  Colorado, for  the 
Calendar Year Beginning on the first day of January, 2016, and Ending on the Last Day of 
December, 2016 
 
M/S COUNCILORS ROSS AND GRAUER THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE 
RESOLUTION NO. 56, SERIES OF 2015.  THE MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 
7B.   Resolution No. 57, Series of 2015:  A Resolution of the Town Council of Basalt, 
Colorado, Adopting Changes to the Town of Basalt’s Personnel Code and Employee Handbook  
 
M/S COUNCILORS LEAVITT AND ROSS THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE 
RESOLUTION NO. 57, SERIES OF 2015.  THE MOTION CARRIED 6-0.    

 
8. Second Reading Ordinances 
 
6A.   Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance No.  21, Series 2015:  An 
Ordinance of the Town Council of Basalt, Colorado, Amending Chapter 18, Building 
Regulations, of the Municipal Code of the Town of Basalt Regarding Sustainable  Building 
Regulations and Amending the Town’s Fee Schedule 
 
Mayor Whitsitt opened the public hearing at 10:20 PM.  There were no comments and the public 
hearing was closed.       
 
M/S COUNCILORS ROSS AND GRAUER THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE 
ORDINANCE NO. 21, SERIES OF 2015, ON SECOND READING.  THE MOTION CARRIED 6-
0. 
 
6B.   Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance No. 22, Series 2015:  An 
Ordinance Appropriating  Additional Sums of Money to defray Expenses in Excess of Amounts 
Budgeted for the 2015 Budget for the Town of Basalt, Colorado   
 
Mayor Whitsitt opened the public hearing at 10:22 PM.  There were no comments and the public 
hearing was closed.       
 
M/S COUNCILORS  LEAVITT AND STEVENS THAT MAYOR, I MOVE THAT THE TOWN 
COUNCIL APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 22, SERIES OF 2015, ON SECOND READING.  THE 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 
 
6C.   Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance No. 23, Series 2015:   An 
Ordinance Levying General Property Taxes for the Year 2015, To Help Defray the Costs of 
Government for the Town of Basalt, Colorado, for the 2016 Budget Year  
 
Mayor Whitsitt opened the public hearing at 10:23 PM.  There were no comments and the public 
hearing was closed.       
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M/S COUNCILORS ROSS AND STEVENS THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE 
ORDINANCE NO. 23, SERIES OF 2015, ON SECOND READING.   THE MOTION CARRIED 
6-0. 
 
6D.   Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance No. 24, Series 2015:    An 
Ordinance Appropriating Sums of Money to the Various Funds and Spending Agencies, in the 
Amounts and for the Purposes Set Forth Below, for the Town of Basalt, Colorado, for the 2016 
Budget Year   
 
Mayor Whitsitt opened the public hearing at 10:25 PM.  There were no comments and the public 
hearing was closed.    
    
M/S COUNCILORS GRAUER AND ROSS THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE 
ORDINANCE NO. 24, SERIES OF 2015, ON SECOND READING.   THE MOTION CARRIED 
6-0.   
 
E. Town Manager Annual Report 
   
Town Manager Mike Scanlon presented his year-end video review to Council.  The list of Town 
Accomplishments for 2015 was posted to the Manager’s Report on the Town Website. 
 
M/S COUNCILORS LEAVITT AND GRAUER TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF MAYOR, I MOVE THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING PERSONNEL MATTERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(F).  THE MOTION CARRIED 6-0.  
 
Council entered Executive Session at 10:31 PM.  Council adjourned the Executive Session 
shortly thereafter.   
 
Council set a special meeting for an Executive Session for Town Manager review for 
January 5 at 5:30 PM.  
 
M/S WAS MADE TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT APPROXIMATELY 10:40 PM.   
 
The minutes of the December 8, 2015 meeting were read and approved this, 12th  of January, 
2016.   
 
BASALT TOWN COUNCIL:    ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
By:______________________________  _____________________________   
     Jacque Whitsitt, Mayor     Pamela Schilling, Town Clerk   
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