Basalt Mill Levy Update
The Town of Basalt recently notified its residents that its property tax rate—or mill levy—had
potentially been incorrectly set. The following information and the enclosed survey are meant
to update all Basalt residents and to seek your feedback as the Town works toward a solution.
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Town of Basalt informs the community of the mill levy rate issue.

What is the current General Fund mill levy rate?
The current Town of Basalt General Fund mill levy of
5.957 was set in December as part of the budget process. This rate was set during the time frame that the
Town was researching the issue, so it was calculated
using a similar method as prior years.

based on the 1994 voter approval.
2. The Town can propose a ballot question to the voters in November asking to set the mill levy rate and
keep prior revenues collected.
3. The Town can reduce the services it is able to provide and lower the mill levy to the 2010 rate of 2.56.

How did the Town discover this issue?
• The Town’s Finance Director identified a potential
issue with the way the mill levy rate for general services had been set while preparing the 2019 budget.
• The Town Attorney and Finance Director jointly
reviewed the issue with the Town Manager and
informed the Town Council of their initial research.
• Council requested further review of this issue and
transparent communication to the community.

What services would be reduced if the Town
was required to reduce the mill levy rate?
It has not yet been determined which services would
be reduced, however, examples of services provided by
the Town through the mill levy include:
• Public safety/police
• Fire & Flood mitigation
• Roads, sidewalks & trails
• Plowing & street sweeping
• Parks maintenance
• Recreation programs
• Building safety & planning

What are the possible solutions?
1. The Town may keep the current mill levy rate

Mill Levy Refund Estimate for Residential and Commercial Properties
Community members have asked the Town of Basalt to provide an
estimated refund. Town finance staff has developed a simple estimate
based on the average residential property value within the Town. The
estimate is based on a single refund of the previous 4 years.
The Town has made no determination regarding whether or when a
potential refund may be paid. Any potential refund, if determined to
be owed, would be subject to variation in amount and timing based
upon the refund method chosen.

Average Home Value: $682,561
Total estimated potential refund: $676
Per $100,000 in Actual Home Value
Total estimated potential refund: $99
Per $100,000 in Commercial Value
Total estimated potential refund: $399

Community Opinion Survey
Please take a few minutes to read the questions below, review with other household members, and
complete the survey. All surveys are anonymous and your response will in no way be associated with
your name. To take this survey, please do one of the following by March 29, 2019:
• Take this survey online at http://bit.ly/BasaltMillLevy
• Drop off or mail to Town Hall, 101 Midland Avenue, Basalt, CO 81621 ATTN: Survey
• Scan and email the survey to christy.hamrick@basalt.net
Q1. Before receiving this information, how much would
you say you have read or heard about the Town’s mill
levy issue? (Please check one)
__ A lot
__ Some
__ A little
__ Nothing at all
Q2. In general, would you say that the Town of Basalt
is on the right track or heading in the wrong direction?
(Please check one)
__ Right track
__ Wrong track
__ Unsure
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Q6. If an election were held today, would you vote
“yes” in favor, or “no” to oppose, to allow the Town of
Basalt to maintain its property tax at the current rate of
5.957? The 5.957 rate would become the Town’s permanent rate to fund operations and services moving ahead.
__ Yes
__ No
__ Don’t Know

Q3. Please share any thoughts about Question 2.
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Q4. Please share your opinion about how you believe
the Town of Basalt should view its priority for addressing this mill levy issue. (Please check one)
__ Set the general mill levy at the current rate to continue services like public safety, parks and recreation,
road maintenance, and fire and flood mitigation.
__ Lower the mill levy rate and/or provide refunds to
taxpayers, even if that means the Town will reduce
some services.
__ Unsure

Q7. Would you vote “yes” in favor, or “no” to oppose,
to allow the Town of Basalt to retain property tax
revenue from previous years, instead of reducing Town
services in order to provide a refund?
__ Yes
__ No
__ Don’t Know
Q8. Please share additional comments, if any, regarding
the Town of Basalt’s mill levy.
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Q9. I have been a resident of Basalt for _____ years.

Q5. If the Town of Basalt has to provide refunds and
reduce its mill levy, it will have to reduce services in
order to cut the Town’s budget. Please circle a number
that denotes which Town services are most important
to you, with 5 being highest and 1 being lowest.
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Q10. What is your county of residence?
__ Eagle County
__ Pitkin County
Q11. How would prefer to receive future information
about the Town’s mill levy and other issues?
__ Mailers
__ Public Meetings/Town Halls
__ Emails
__ Town web site/social media

Visit http://bit.ly/BasaltMillLevy to complete this Community Opinion Survey

101 Midland Avenue
Basalt, CO 81621

Please Open: COMMUNITY SURVEY INSIDE and important information
about the Town of Basalt’s Mill Levy

Your input will help shape how
the Town of Basalt moves forward
The Basalt Town Council may ask voters in November to approve the Town’s property tax rate—or mill
levy—in order to address concerns about how the rate
has been set over the past years.
Basalt is moving quickly to develop a plan of action
to correct any problems that may have arisen, and to
ensure the Town’s fiscal policies are in sync with state
law — and accountable to taxpayers.
Town Council and administrators will use the
information gathered as part of this community
opinion survey—as well as other public input—in
deciding whether to place one or more questions on
the November 2019 ballot. The Town Council has
not made a decision about a proposed question, but

needs your engagement and opinions so that the
Town can develop a collaborative and successful
process to address the mill levy issue.
Can you take a few minutes to fill out the included survey and comment on this issue? Consider this a town
hall meeting around your kitchen table. The survey
should take only a few minutes to complete and can be
found online at the address below.

Questions and Comments:
If you have questions about the Town of Basalt’s mill
levy, please contact:
Christy Hamrick, Town Finance Director
christy.hamrick@basalt.net
970-927-4701
or visit http://bit.ly/BasaltMillLevy

Visit http://bit.ly/BasaltMillLevy to complete this Community Opinion Survey

