TOWN OF BASALT, COLORADO
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING - TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2022
MEETING AND PUBLIC COMMENT ACCESS INSTRUCTIONS
Basalt Town Council is meeting in person. The Council will conduct a hybrid meeting where
the public may attend to make their comments in person or may join the meeting and make their
comments via Zoom.
You can watch a live stream of the meeting here:
on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaBozGBsT0GuBNRf4rUI0cA, or on
Grassroots TV at: https://townofbasalt.ompnetwork.org/
Directions for viewing and accessing the meeting to provide comment during the public
comment portion of the agenda, or during public hearings is provided below.
Zoom Webinar
When: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 06:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada)
Topic: Basalt Council
Please click the link to join the webinar: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86409132292
Or One tap mobile: US: +17193594580,,86409132292# or +12532158782,,86409132292#
Or Telephone: Dial US: +1 719 359 4580 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799
or +1 669 444 9171 or +1 669 900 6833 or +1 386 347 5053
or +1 564 217 2000 or +1 646 931 3860 or +1 929 205 6099
Webinar ID: 864 0913 2292
International numbers available: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbUCsio9BW
If you are unable to access the meeting using the link or call-in numbers above,
e-mail your name, and phone number and item you wish to comment on to
townhall@basalt.net. We will contact you at the appropriate time in the meeting and make
other arrangements for you to make your comments.
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BASALT TOWN COUNCIL
NOTICE AND AGENDA
101 Midland Avenue, Basalt, Colorado 81621
Town Council Chambers
Tuesday, October 25, 2022
Basalt is an inclusive, sustainable, mountain community that boasts both historic charm
and progressive vision. It is an engaging place to live, work and play while offering an
abundance of creative, professional, educational and recreational outlets.
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
6:00 PM 1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
6:02

2. CONSENT AGENDA
2A. Minutes: October 11, 2022
Suggested Motion: Mayor, I move that the Town Council Approve the Consent Agenda
items as presented.

6:05

3. CALL TO THE PUBLIC

•
•
•
•

Please limit comments to three (3) minutes, and address your comments directly to the Mayor.
Identify yourself by name and address when making comments.
Comments should be courteous, civil and constructive.
Town Council will make no decision nor take action, except to direct the Town Manager.

6:10

4. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS/COMMENTS

6:15

5. MANAGER’S REPORT
6. PRESENTATIONS

6:20

6A. Tribute to Gino Rossetti (Michelle Thibeault, James Lindt))

6:25

6B. Midland Avenue Streetscape - Project Update (Construction
schedule/communication person) (Michelle Thibeault, Catherine Christoff)

6:40

6C. Update on Broadband Projects (Hwy 82 and old town area)(Michelle
Thibeault/Catherine Christoff)
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7. COUNCIL ACTIONS
6:50

7A. Interview and Appointment – Basalt Public Arts Council (BPAC): Interview and
Appointment of Prospective BPAC Member Josh Mueller (Michelle Thibeault)
Suggested Motion: Mayor, I move that the Town Council appoint Josh Mueller to the
Basalt Public Arts Council (BPAC) for a three-year term to end October, 2025.

7:00

7B. Public Hearing and 1st Reading – Ordinance No. 20, Series of 2022: An
Ordinance of the Town of Basalt, Colorado, Approving Amendments to Municipal Code
Section 16-191, Wireless Communication Facilities Regulations (Jeff Conklin, James
Lindt, Michelle Thibeault)
Suggested Motion: Mayor, I move that the Town Council approve Ordinance No. 20,
Series of 2022 on first reading, and continue and set the public hearing and second
reading for November 8, 2022.

7:20

7C. Resolution No. 58, Series of 2022: A Resolution of the Town Council of the Town
of Basalt, Colorado, Approving a Cost Share Agreement Between the Basalt Sanitation
District, Town of Basalt, and BBC Basalt, LLC Related to the Lightning Bolt Sanitary
Sewer Improvement (Jeff Conklin, Catherine Christoff, James Lindt)
Suggested Motion:
Series of 2022.

Mayor, I move that the Town Council adopt Resolution No. 58,

8. INFORMATION AND CORRESPONDENCE
8A. Accounts Payable
8B. Advanced Agendas
8C. Correspondence to the Town
9. ADJOURNMENT
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2A

BASALT TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES – OCTOBER 11, 2022
Basalt is an inclusive, sustainable, mountain community that boasts both historic charm
and progressive vision. It is an engaging place to live, work and play while offering an
abundance of creative, professional, educational and recreational outlets.

5:00 PM WORKSESSION: POST, BPAC AND Green Team Work Plans
Present were mayor and council members Bill Kane, David Knight, Dieter Schindler, Glenn
Drummond, Elyse Hottel and Ryan Slack. Staff members present were Town Manager Ryan
Mahoney, Planning Director Michelle Bonfils Thibeault, Assistant Planning Director James Lindt
and Finance Director Doug Pattison. Also present was Town Attorney Jeff Conklin.
Planning Director Michelle Bonfils Thibeault presented a summary of the citizen committee work
plans for 2023; POST, BPAC and Green Team work plans were presented by Planning Director
Michelle Thibeault.
Council took a short break at approximately 5:30 PM.
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Mayor Bill Kane called the regular meeting of the Basalt Town Council to order at 6:03 PM.
Council members present were Ryan Slack, Glenn Drummond, Elyse Hottel, Angela Anderson,
Dieter Schindler and David Knight.
2. CONSENT AGENDA AND MOTION:
2A. Minutes: September 27, 2022
M/S COUNCILORS SLACK AND DRUMMOND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE THE
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS AS PRESENTED. THE MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
3. CALL TO THE PUBLIC
Dyana Furmanski, reporter for the Sopris Sun, noted this would be her last meeting reporting on
the Basalt Town Council. She noted there were four newspapers in the valley, three of which
were owned by an out of state corporation, one owned by a billion-dollar real estate corporation,
another received heavy contributions by a billionaire out of state. Dyana said the Sopris Sun
was home-grown; fully written by journalists who live here, the only local newspaper. It has no
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wire service, no canned copy. Dyana said the Sopris Sun was a non-profit newspaper, a
disappearing breed. All newspapers, nonprofit or for-profit, need to be accountable to their
readers. Dyana asked Council to please keep that in mind going forward and suggested they
ask questions about where the money is coming from, what is covered and how much of the
newspaper is locally written.
4. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS/COMMENTS
Ryan Slack said the work on the Swinging Bridge park looked awesome; the team had done a
really great job. Ryan said the Basalt River Park was also looking great and he looked forward
to the slide opening and bandshell opening at the Basalt River Park.
Bill Kane said he represented the Town at two conferences last week – Moving Mountains was
held at RMI, a major international gathering where he met people from far and wide – from
Honduras, Columbia, Mexico, Nepal, France. Topics of conversation, were water resources,
land conservation, wildlife conservation and what methods and standards are used.
The second conference was hosted by the Aspen Institute and was the United Nations Year of
the Mountains conference. Mayor Kane participated on a panel with all the valley mayors and
county commissioners. He said their topic was on climate action and what can be done at a
local level. Mayor Kane said he did a quick presentation on the SBR and on Basalt’s Roadmap
to Net Zero; the topic was all about climate action and what can be done at a local level.
Elyse Hottel updated Council on the Mountain West Regional Coalition. She said they had
received an IHOP (Innovative Housing Opportunities Program) Planning Grant. They have an
RFP out for a consultant to do a regional overview of all the housing policies and codes that are
in place. They are seeking recommendations for consultants to send this RFP to.
Elyse added that she sat in on a webinar today about the ARPA funding available for housing.
Elyse said she found two things interesting. The first, the Transformational Ownership and
Workforce Housing Grant Program has energy efficiency requirements for any multi-family
rental buildings over 20 units. Elyse thought that was interesting as there were a couple of
those coming online should they decide to pursue grant funding. The second item of interest
was they are going to start requiring some proportion of parking be wired to accommodate
charging stations for the future; something like 70%.
5. MANAGER’S REPORT
Town Manager Ryan Mahoney introduced Doug Pattison, Basalt’s new Finance Director who is
getting up to speed on the budget.
Ryan saw, as you come off of the round about by the Basalt Store, that they were beginning to
stage for the fiber project for which we have grant funds.
The concrete slab for the new public works building at East Valley Road was poured today; the
building will go up pretty quickly as the building has already been moved on site.
Ryan said he was seeing a lot of sprinklers being blown out around town in preparation for
winter.
There has been a lot of bear activity in town. Ryan wanted to remind everyone to keep trash
2
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stashed away until the morning of pickup. The PD is issuing warnings and writing tickets if they
have to; we all hope to keep the bears safe.
Ryan attended a First Responders Awards Ceremony in Wolcott last Saturday night. He
presented an award for outstanding efforts by the Eagle County Airport firefighting team.
Ryan Slack sought an update on the Highway 82 fiber project.
6. PRESENTATIONS:
6A. Basalt Connect Update (Ryan Mahoney/Travis Gleason)
Town Manager Ryan Mahoney introduced Travis Gleason, co-owner of the Downtowner that
provides the Basalt Connect service. Travis offered an overview of the service, how the service
did this past winter and summer, then presented budget options for year two going forward.
Travis detailed the documents included in the Council’s packet that highlighted the 2022 service
hours, popular pick up and drop off locations, service area and the rider app. He discussed the
winter and summer passenger numbers, average rating of the service, number of stops, and
average wait time for the pickup. Rider feedback was also shared.
Travis noted the three budget options proposed for year 2 service. Option 1 for a cost of
$385,000 for essentially the same service Basalt received this year with some simple time
changes based on actual use; Option 2, at a cost of $554,000 offered year ‘round service from 7
– 10 AM and 3 – 10 PM daily, increasing the fleet to three vans and a minor change in service
hours; and Option 3 at a cost of $630,000 with year ‘round daily service from 7 AM to 10 PM,
and increasing the fleet to 3 vans.
Bill Kane said the RFTA staff had put together their own analysis of the system. The total
system cost per ride was less then $20, which was unheard of in public transportation. There
was a lot of support at the staff level from RFTA for this service.
Council questions and comments followed. Council asked about changing weekend hours to
the higher demand times. David Knight asked about a third van. Glenn Drummond wondered
about the possibility of additional RFTA funding for next year or grants after the second year of
funding. Dieter Schindler asked how deep the data went – was there information on the
demographics of who was using the service. Ryan Slack wondered if there was data on superriders.
Council offered their compliments to Travis and his staff; their ratings were great. It was noted
that everyone who rides, knows the drivers and feel they have a personal connection with the
system.
Elyse Hottel added she would love to start looking at hybrid or electric vans for this service; a
more environmentally friendly climate solution. Travis noted that those type of vans were aftermarket and were about double the cost of the current vans. There are plans by Ford for electric
passenger vans in the next couple of years that might be a possibility, however.
6B. Update from Jacob Smith – CC4CA (Michelle Thibeault /Sara Nadolny)
Senior Planner Sara Nadolny and Executive Director of Colorado Communities for Climate
Action (CC4C) were present to discuss this item with Council. Sara explained that CC4CA was
3
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a coalition of local governments throughout the State of Colorado who advocate for issues
related to climate policy. The 2020 Master Plan supports membership and collaboration with
environmental groups throughout the region. Basalt has been a member of CC4CA since 2017.
Sara turned the presentation over to Jacob for an overview of CC4CA, its efforts to date and
what may be coming up on the regulatory side.
Jacob Smith said CC4CA was created in 2016, Basalt was one of the first members of CC4CA,
joining in 2017 before Jacob was appointed director. Jacob explained he had served as the
Mayor of Golden, Colorado, before circling back to work with local governments on climate
change. He joined CC4CA in 2018. There are currently 39 agencies involved. Two thirds of
the members are rural, half of those are west slope, and diverse communities from under 1,000
population to over 500,000 population.
Jacob made a PowerPoint presentation. He discussed that CC4CA focuses almost exclusively
on advocacy, to amplify and leverage the voices of local governments at the state level. A list of
members was shared, as was the organizational chart of CC4CA. All members must pass a
resolution that expresses support for their policy positions; to be in alignment with the Coalition’s
policy goals. The CC4CA policy statement is reviewed every two years and any amendments
must be approved by the full membership.
Jacob reviewed a few slides on the 2022 legislative session and the 29 bills that CC4CA
engaged on including producer responsibility, air toxics and air quality investments. There was
a lot of money approved during this session for things like electrifying buses for public
transportation, schools, and other uses. There is some federal funding slowly coming online
that might also be a good match for local transit programs. The other issue Jacob discussed
was the building codes. He said that because CC4CA was at the table, they were able to help
balance those building codes between local control and state regulations while still moving
forward to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Jacob noted that CC4CA also does a lot of
regulatory work and invited questions on those items as well as member engagement that
assists local governments to meet with or testify at the state legislature. Looking ahead, CC4CA
sees activity around the Bipartisan Infrastructure law, and the Inflation Reduction Act, both of
which have a lot of money that will flow to states and state programs and to local governments.
CC4CA can help their members weed through a universe of opportunities and programs that all
have different requirements, and help the members be competitive for these things. Jacob also
mentioned the Producer Responsibility Organization is the bill that creates a fee on packaging
materials that is supplied upstream to the producers – that is based on the environmental
footprint of those materials; that money then gets put into a program for local governments to
help them pay for their recycling services. Producer Responsibility is meant to push producers
to use materials that are less impactful from a climate and other environmental footprint. A lot of
CC4CA’s ability to be a good voice for your community, is knowing the barriers or opportunities
that need some state level advocacy. Jacob invited Basalt Council to let them know what they
see or are interested in so they can help meet local goals.
Council members asked questions of Jacob and thanked CC4CA for their singular mission
direction.
6C. First Draft - 2023 Budget Presentation (Ryan Mahoney/Doug Pattison/Jenny Aragon)
Town Manager Ryan Mahoney took the lead on presenting the draft 2023 budget with
help from Jenny Aragon and Doug Pattison. The draft budget must be presented to the
council by October 15; staff will come back in November for a first reading of the budget.
4
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The organizational chart, budget calendar, and 2023 Council Wok Plan were presented.
Ryan thanked Jenny for all the work she had done on the budget since Christy left, and
for getting the budget to where it is today. Doug Pattison has done a lot of checking of
the work and the numbers that has been really timely for us. Jenny managed the budget
update with support from staff and managed to keep up all her other responsibilities as
well.
Ryan displayed the budget documents for the Council and public beginning with the
summary of all funds. The big focus of this budget is the Basalt Forward 2030 projects
that were decisively voted on in November of 2021: the Midland Avenue Streetscape
project, a solar project with the school district and Holy Cross Energy, and affordable
housing.
Ryan reviewed the sales tax projections for 2023 and property tax. He noted Basalt was
doing a lot of investment in the community with regard to capital projects, but noted it
was also important to invest in our human capital with a 6% increase for salaries set in
the budget for next year. A staff survey was conducted earlier this year asking about
culture, salaries, benefits, etc. Health benefits was identified as something staff was
looking for. Similar communities were consulted about their benefits, and Basalt’s
benefits plan is to be amended for recruitment and retention purposes.
Ryan Mahoney reviewed pages of the draft budget describing the various funds on the
Summary of All funds page: General Funds, HOA funds, Restricted funds, Bond fund,
Capital Construction fund (for all Basalt Forward 2030 projects), Water fund and
Conservation Trust fund (lottery funds).
Ryan explained the General Fund revenues and expenditures highlighting the anticipated
decrease in revenues in the building department due to anticipated fewer building
permits, and the Intergovernmental Revenues as the ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act)
funds close out. Miscellaneous revenues are anticipated to go up with the conservative
investments the town has made. The Town also received a one-time lump sum
Severance Tax that was larger than in past years.
Expenditures by department were presented with highlights to the cemetery – a larger
expenditure than normal in order to replace the aging irrigation infrastructure and some
fencing to keep that asset in good shape.
Restricted Fund revenues - taxes, and tobacco restricted expenses were highlighted with
the Town utilizing tobacco funds for various school programs, school support, and
community mental health support. Total expenses for this year in restricted funding,
about $6 million, is an indicator of how we are investing in the community – to deliver new
parks, keeping up with road maintenance and sidewalks, to provide a high level of
service.
All of the sources of restricted funds and an explanation of their restricted uses were
noted. There is a new fund this year - a Real Estate Transfer Assessment (RETA)
associated with the Basalt River Park development. It is a 2% RETA on the sale of free
market rate homes with 1.5% of that RETA set aside for affordable housing, .25% set
aside for green projects, and .25% set aside for visual arts.
Restricted Fund balances and their associated notes were reviewed. The Lodging Tax
5
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item was pointed out with staff indicating they have been investigating companies that
provide a service that seeks and keeps track of short term rentals. This is an important
service for several reasons: safety – we inspect the short term rentals for some lifesafety equipment; collection of lodging taxes to help create a level playing field for our
local hotels; to get a handle on how many of these units we actually have in Basalt and
whether or not our current policies are working for us.
Other expenditures include programming for events in the new river park. These will be
important to help offset some of the construction disruption from next summer, and also
to hire someone who can communicate the downtown project and its schedule/progress
to the public.
The 2023 Revenues were reviewed especially noting the general sales taxes, licenses
and permits, and pool revenues.
The Legislative Budget – the council budget – focus areas included Green Team funding
with increased spending on green projects like bike share, Basalt Connect, e-bike
support, and efficiency improvements especially in buildings, and composting. The Arts
is another budget increase with more performance and physical art being deployed in the
community – murals, ice sculptures, art for the new river park.
The Capital Improvements Plan (CIP), a five-year plan that is updated annually allows the
Town to look ahead at projects it wants to prioritize. It includes the category of town
facilities – reflective of affordable housing, streets - reflective of the Midland Avenue
project, water fund – anticipates a water study for infrastructure condition, what’s needed
in terms of a fee structure to move into the future with a sustainable water fund. The total
capital expenditures for 2023 is just shy of $26 million.
The facilities budget includes improvements at the town hall building in terms of efficiency
and maintenance. The first full payment of the Certificates of Participation was listed, and
the bike share and cemetery were also enumerated. The Streets budget lists funds for a
Basalt River Park restroom and bus stop, and for on-going maintenance of our streets.
The Parks Open Space and Trails (POST) budget for 2023 includes improvements to
Arbaney Park- playground equipment, restroom and turf improvements and a second
shelter. There are POST Certificates of Participation (COPs) for the improvements at the
pool. There is some money in the budget also for way-finding as part of bike amenity
improvements and some money for skateboard park repairs. Water and irrigation
improvements are programmed starting with linear park this year, and will be prioritized
for other parks in subsequent years.
The Water budget includes a water infrastructure study along with some smaller
investments such as exterior coating on the third water tank (the first two are completed),
and telemetry and SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition) program that
allows the water operator to respond to alarms in the middle of the night.
Council asked questions related to increasing Basalt water rights related to Lucksinger
Springs, and related to the wear and tear on the boat load out on Willits Lane and
whether fees for use of the boat facilities would be in order. Council also asked to see
presentation of historical general revenues and expenditures up to ten years past at a
November meeting. Council thanked staff for their work on the budget which they said
6
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was easy to follow, and for the workplan which they called awesome.
7. COUNCIL ACTIONS:
7A. Resolution No. 57, Series of 2022: Resolution of the Town Council of Basalt, Colorado,
Approving a Memorandum of Understanding to form the Roaring Fork Valley Wildfire
Collaborative (Ryan Mahoney)
Town Manager Ryan Mahoney discussed this item with Council beginning with the statement
that wildfires don’t recognize town boundaries; it was high time to look at the landscapes in the
Roaring Fork drainage. There are 18 local, county, state and federal agencies involved. There
are other stakeholders as well such as Sunlight resort, Aspen Valley Land Trust and Holy Cross
Cattlemen’s Association. Recently they began brainstorming projects, especially with fire
science specialists in the room who can help identify projects based on high fire danger
because of fuel loading, types of fuels, general wind directions, etc. Also, utilizing some of the
natural features such as roads for mitigation work. The State Forest Service is compiling a map
of critical infrastructures to help identify priorities. Funding is starting to come down from the
federal government and the group can start to tap into it. The group is starting to gain some
momentum and hope to have a ‘handler’ who would be housed in office space at the Aspen
Institute to coordinate, write and administer grants. Pitkin and Eagle counties have been
generous in teeing this up and they hope to get someone on board in the near term for a part
time position. Funding will be split among the agencies; Basalt’s share looks to be about $6500.
Ryan said staff would like to get council to adopt this tonight and also give staff the leeway to
make minor tweaks to the documents; anything substantive would come back to Council. Town
Attorney Jeff Conklin said this MOU has a pretty light touch compared to other IGA’s and he
wasn’t expecting too many substantive comments from the other agencies’ attorneys, but the
resolution does allow him authority to make and accept some changes.
M/S COUNCILORS SLACK AND ANDERSON THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL ADOPT
RESOLUTION NO. 57, SERIES OF 2022. THE MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
8. INFORMATION AND CORRESPONDENCE:
8A. Accounts Payable
8B. Advanced Agendas
8C. Correspondence to the Town
9. EXECUTIVE SESSION MOTION:
Town Attorney Jeff Conklin commented that this Executive Session was for a conference to
discuss a new lawsuit contesting the Town Council’s approval of the Basalt Center development
application. The lawsuit is being brought by Ted Guy as plaintiff. It names the Town, the Basalt
Center developer and the current property owner of the parcel proposed to be developed as
defendants. There is one claim, a Rule 106 claim under the rules of civil procedure, basically
alleging that the Town Council’s approval was an abuse of discretion, it was arbitrary and
capricious. For the executive session, that will be discussed in much more detail. There is no
anticipation of any action by the Town Council after the executive session, that would need to
conducted in a public meeting. For anyone that’s tuning in, following the executive session, the
meeting is going to adjourn.
M/S COUNCILORS DRUMMOND AND SLACK THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL ENTER
EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR A CONFERENCE WITH OUR ATTORNEY FOR THE PURPOSE
7
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OF RECEIVING LEGAL ADVICE ON SPECIFIC LEGAL QUESTIONS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(B); MORE SPECIFICALLY TO DISCUSS RULE 106 LAWSUIT 2022CV030177 – GUY V. TOWN OF BASALT, ET AL. THE MOTION CARRIED 6-0 (Council
member Hottel was out of the room at the time of the vote.)
Council entered Executive Session at 8:11 PM.
10. ADJOURNMENT
Council adjourned the Executive Session and the meeting at 8:55 PM.
The minutes of the October 11, 2022 meeting were read and approved this 25th day of October,
2022.

BASALT TOWN COUNCIL:

ATTEST:

By:_____________________
William G. Kane, Mayor

____________________________
Pamela Schilling, Town Clerk

This meeting can be viewed in its entirety on the Town of Basalt YouTube channel, or at
www.GrassrootsTV.org, or by using this link:
https://townofbasalt.ompnetwork.org/sessions/255301?embedInPoint=1&embedOutPoint=9305&shareM
ethod=link
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