DATE: September 19, 2019
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
Progress! These two photos were taken on Thursday morning at the intersection of Cedar and Pinon.
This is the first of three pours in this intersection. Once completed, there will be a valley pan that will
help any flood waters get back to the drainage below. This should alleviate the issue of those waters
finding their way down Cedar Drive.
Additionally, we have submitted a sixty day extension to NRCS to complete our mitigation projects. The
impetus for this is mostly due to a new project in the El Jebel area. It also gives us some wiggle room in
case any other projects run past the October 27th deadline. Just for clarification, we are expecting the
other projects to meet the original deadline.

The following photo shows the progress on the sidewalk project along Two Rivers Road. This is moving
along steadily and we have not had any issues with the traffic control.

The stairs that lead to the Swinging Bridge trail from the school were installed on Wednesday. This was
the final piece of the sidewalk improvement project along Cottonwood Avenue. These stairs are made
of metal, including the treads, which are low maintenance and increase safety by allowing the snow to
melt and pass through the holes on the tread surface.

Planning
Special Events – Here are the upcoming special events.
• Fridays, September 20, and September 27 – events in Willits organized by TACAW from
7:00 to 8:00 pm.

•
•
•

Friday, September 27 – Basalt Homecoming Parade
Friday, September 27 – Basalt Climate Change Rally, a march on the sidewalks from
Basalt Middle School to the Lions Park stage from 3:30 to 5:15.
Sundays through September 29 – Basalt Sunday Market on Midland Spur 10:00 am to
2:00 pm.

Basalt Master Plan – CTA and Connect One Design participated in a Worksession with the P&Z on
Tuesday and talked about the results from the citizen participation effort, goals and objectives and next
steps on key parcels. We are working toward an Open House on Wednesday October 30th. The survey on
the Pitkin County – Basalt Junction closes on Monday September 30th.
Arbaney Park Swimming Pool Project – Connect One is gathering public input on the pool project and
working on the mechanical and engineering aspects of the project. SGM has been working on the new
water line portion of the project.
Basalt River Park – The Worksession has been scheduled for Wednesday September 25 at 4:00 pm. The
purpose of the Worksession is for Connect One Design to present the two options and various board
members to provide input. The board members would review the two options being prepared by
Connect One.
Basalt Green Team – The Green Team will meet with the Council on Tuesday to discuss projects and
budget for 2020. CORE will also present findings from the Basalt 2017 Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Inventory report. CORE has included a draft Proclamation for the Council’s consideration declaring
October 16th as CORE day.
Aspen to Parachute Complete Count Committee – Watkins attended the monthly Census Complete
Count Committee meeting on Wednesday. The group discussed the grant application recently
submitted to DOLA. It was noted that applications for official Census Bureau jobs in the valley is lagging;
these jobs are flexible, part-time and pay $16/hour. The CCC will likely be hiring a PR consultant if the
DOLA grant is approved.
Basalt Early Childhood Coalition – The Coalition’s monthly meeting was on Thursday at the Aspen
Community Foundation. The group discussed its goals for 2020 and how its partnership with Eagle
County is changing. Eagle County will no longer be contributing to tuition assistance. However, Eagle
County has implemented programs including the Infant/Toddler Subsidy and Salary Supplement which
has yielded approximately $123,500 to early childhood educators and programs within Roaring Fork
Valley side of the County. Eagle County is also taking the lead with public outreach and education on
The topic of early childhood education programs and its impact on the workforce.
Rick Stevens and Jim Light attended the end of the meeting to discuss the creation of the Basalt Area
Community Fund that was born from an interest of business owner and individuals donating their
TABOR refund into a community chest fund. The Coalition expressed general interest and suggested
perhaps the group choose four or five worthy organizations that donors could choose to contribute to
on a yearly basis.

Other Planning Items – The State Planning Conference was held in Snowmass this week. James led a
tour to RMI, the River Center and Willits Town Center. Patrick Rawley organized the tour which also
included riding WE-cycle from East Basalt to Willits.

Police Department
The police department has been working to purge old criminal justice records that are eligible for
destruction under our records retention schedule. Lieutenant Aaron Munch completed this five month
project and disposed of 9535 paper records. A total of eight, 65 gallon containers of paper were
shredded and transported to the Pitkin County compost facility.
Corporal Jason Hegberg was awarded a lifesaver award earlier this week. Corporal Hegberg responded
to a sudden cardiac arrest call and assisted by performing CPR on the patient. The patient made a full
recovery and presented the award to Corporal Hegberg. This is Corporal Hegberg's second
lifesaver award.

The police department began their annual audit of all evidence and found property in their
possession. The audit process will take approximately three weeks.

Public Works
Public Works is starting to prepare for winter. We are testing the plows and lights on our equipment so
we are ready to go when the first snow storms come. We have recently taken one of our dump trucks

to the Town of Snowmass mechanical shop for an annual vehicle inspection. The Department of
Transportation requires trucks over a certain weight to have this inspection on annual basis.

Finance
The past week has been focused mostly on the TABOR refund. Nearly all of the 2,700 + refunds by
property are now calculated and have been sent to Dalby, Wendland & Company. Christy has about 50
more refunds to process and verify today. Dalby will process the refund checks and distribute checks
towards the middle to end of October. Christy has compiled, reviewed, and verified calculations and
owner names/addresses as of September 5, and Jenny reviewed addresses compared to the County
website. The information has been error free for all random verifications. Additionally, all refunds over
$10,000 were individually verified. Jeff and Ryan reviewed the methodology used for all calculations
and exceptions. We’ve take every precaution to assure the data is as accurate as possible. Christy has
been receiving a steady stream of refund questions from the public, which has been really great in
identifying questions and issues before the refund amounts were finalized. To assist with community
understanding of the issue, a postcard will be mailed out next week that explains the refunds to those
who will be receiving checks. We’ll be sending the postcards first class to get the returns due to
undeliverable addresses and will be able to correct most outdated addresses before the checks are sent.
The Certificates of Participation (COP) bid has been distributed by Bruce, and we are hoping to receive at
least four bids. Bids will be reviewed on Monday, and Ryan will make a decision on which bid to accept
on Monday or early Tuesday of next week. We’ll report the results back to you at next week’s Council
meeting.
Sales tax numbers for August made a strong showing, with 7.4% increase year-to-date compared to
2018 and 10.7% increase for the month of August compared to August of last year. We continue to add
an average of 300 small vendors a month due to the new sales tax rules. Despite this strong showing of
our local economy, we’re also keeping watch of the federal interest rates, which have been reduced 25
basis points this week from 2.00% to 1.75%. The Feds are seeing some weakness in the manufacturing
industry, that could be an indicator of a slow down or impending recession. It’s too early to tell whether
we are headed towards another recession, but it’s good to keep eyes open. We’ve budgeted no growth
on sales tax for 2020 compared to 2019 budget.

