DATE: May 14, 2021
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
Town staff learned this week that our grant application through the Department of Local Affairs (DOLA)
for the first phase of the public works project was awarded. The grant award is for $150,000 toward the
construction of the Original Road intersection improvements and site improvements, including a pole
barn for equipment storage.
Town staff continues to work with regional partners, from Aspen to Glenwood, on the Regional
Resiliency and Recovery Roadmaps to COVID 19 Recovery. While the specific scope of our application
will be Aspen to Glenwood, we expanded the conversation to include our Eagle County partners. The
intent is to keep our applications separate at this time, but depending on the state’s guidance, there
may be a need to consolidate efforts. The volume of applications is expected to exceed initial
expectations so consolidating regions may be a requirement. This project is still at the beginning stages
so we will know more in the coming weeks.
We are looking forward to our kick-off meeting with the Capital Needs Committee on May 17th. We now
have invites sent to committee members and will use this first meeting as a general orientation. The
plan is to review the 2020 Basalt Master Plan, committee bylaws and update on the progress of the
capital needs study. The following week, we will begin the hard work of creating the public survey
which will go out in early June.
The public health orders at the county and state level continues to change with some regularity. We will
be reviewing the Basalt face covering requirement soon to determine whether it should stay in place or
be rescinded. In the past it has been a useful tool since the health orders in Pitkin and Eagle County did
not always align. We hope to learn more about the changing health orders, including at the state and
federal level. Additionally, the CDC has come out with new guidance that will add to the conversation
and certainly be a good reference for the Council as they take up the conversation.
Police
We continue to educate motorists about our 2-minute idling laws. We continue to make contacts, many
of which are in the early morning at our convenience stores. We were also made aware of issues in the
afternoon at school pickup times where more education needs to happen with parents. This will be
added to the extra patrol list.
We have had a couple different reports of Ice Jam releases on the Roaring Fork recently. When these
reports come in, Officers have been making trips up and down Two Rivers Road and Willits Lane to alert
fishermen and other people who may be near the river to stay away. We continue to monitor the river.
PD just received a report of a sex assault which occurred on New Year’s Eve. The victim is under 18
years of age and Police continue to investigate.

A handful of members of the PD are currently in quarantine due to a close exposure to Covid. Even
being short staffed, the PD continues to patrol during required shifts. The PD has also entered into an
agreement with the other up valley agencies (Pitkin County SO, Aspen PD, and Snowmass Village PD) in
the event we do not have enough staff to cover shifts. No agency has needed to do this so far but is
there ‘just in case.’
Public Works
This week the Streets Department has been working on straightening and swapping out critical signs
that need to be replaced due to reflectivity requirements set by the MUTCD. The crew has been out
early mornings this week flagging and clearing rock and debris from the shoulders and hillsides of Two
Rivers Road. They are also currently out sweeping in East and West Basalt. Chip sealing is scheduled to
start late next week weather depending over in the Basalt Industrial Park and then make their way over
to Homestead and Cedar Drive in East Basalt.
Parks and Forestry has been testing the irrigation systems in both Willits and Southside now that the
raw water systems have been turned on. Facilities helped the parks crew plumb some broken piping at
Cliff’s Hillside Park and the Triangle Park Fountain. They also worked on replanting the Town Hall entry
bed, planting more trees in Willits, and pruning on Southside Drive. Colorado Poolscapes will be doing
some work to the fountain sand filter in the next week and then we plan to have it turned on a few days
before the Memorial Day weekend. All fire extinguishers have been inspected and either replaced or
recharged in The Town Facilities and Public Works vehicles. We are ordering a supply to put in our
affordable housing units that do not currently have one.
The Water Department worked with the contractors at 250 Midland (St. Vincent's Church) to complete a
new 2" tap for the addition to the church and oversaw the abandonment of the old 3/4" service line at
the main. We have been working with Sopris Engineering to locate sections of the existing water main
for the upcoming Basalt River Park, in addition to additional locates for other projects. We are also
working with Climate Control to order a new 2” meter for the pool project and that will be installed
soon. Construction at the mini-storage site has resumed on Southside Drive and Hughes installed an
extension on an existing 4" service line for the new building. This line will be disinfected, and pressure
tested before it goes online. Stott's Mill has resumed installation of new sections of water main and we
have been inspecting them with SGM and helping the contractor and subs as needed.
Planning
Arbaney Pool- The Planning Staff has been coordinating construction items and details with Rudd, SGM,
and Connect One Design and POST on the pool renovation project. The pool and bathroom tile
continues to be installed. The contractors are pouring the concrete for the expanded pool deck today.
Installation of an upgraded electrical service from Park Circle to the Arbaney Pool is reaching
completion.

Basalt River Park Development –Staff has been reviewing entitlement documents for the River Park
Development in preparation for filing them with the County Clerk and Recorder’s Office.
Basalt River Park Improvements – Staff continued to work with the Developer and consultants on
addressing technical issues and preparing the plans for bidding Phase I of the project for construction.
Staff met with the River Park Applicant and their contractor to review the pricing that they received for
the Two Rivers Road improvements associated with the River Park.

Fiber Project – Staff continued to have discussion with Holy Cross and HR Green regarding the installation
of fiber infrastructure in conjunction with several construction projects.
Mid-Valley Center Lot 4 – Staff has been coordinating with Holy Cross and neighboring properties on the
extension of fiber to the proposed future Public Works site. Staff has also been preparing for their meeting
with the P&Z on May 18th on the Public Works development proposal.
BACH – BACH discussed the four lots at Stott’s Mill which the Town is eligible to purchase or to choose
the purchaser. BACH reviewed costs for stick built and modular homes and discussed the pros and cons
of the Town’s purchase of the lots. The Commission decided to create a list of questions/information
points that would be reviewed and vetted at the next BACH meeting, and then reach out to potential
partners to gauge interest partnering on the properties. BACH also reviewed the Affordable Housing
Priority Maps for east and west Basalt and made some updates. Lastly, BACH made a recommendation
to SHEC on a waiver of hours for a tenant of affordable housing and agreed to consider some criteria
moving forward with future SHEC review requests.
BPAC – Staff continues working to implement BPAC’s 2021 projects, including murals around town,
painted barriers around expanded outdoor seating, and virtual studio tours. This month of May should
see the completion of most of the planned murals.
Basalt Early Childhood Coalition – City of Aspen/Kids First has all completed a Needs Assessment related
to childcare. The questions and findings were discussed at the meeting. Snowmass Village decided to use
the same question for their survey and their findings will be made available soon. A subcommittee was
formed to review the questions from the Aspen Needs Assessment. There is the potential for a couple of
additional questions to be added, but the Coalition finds value in consistent questions that will help to tell
a regional story. The group would like to make the survey available next month. The Coalition’s Financial
Aid Committee will meet next Tuesday to review applications for tuition assistance.
POST – The POST Committee met this week to hear updates about the Arbaney Park Pool project and to
discuss signage. They voted in favor of moving forward with steps to improve the Swinging Bridge trail
and adjacent park.
Chamber Sign Committee – The Committee is moving forward with plans for an East Entrance sign at Two
Rivers Road and Highway 82. The project is currently out to bid, with bids due on May 21.
Development Review/Applications - Staff spent considerable time working on items associated with the
construction activities. Additionally, Staff has been working on numerous administrative development
review applications that take Staff time but that do not require review by the P&Z or Town Council. Staff
also spent time on responding to complaints, working on land use applications, including conducting the
completeness review on the application proposed on the BCC Property (former Clark’s Market).
Events –The Basalt Half Marathon and Relay is scheduled for June 6. The Town is reviewing the special
event activity permits submitted by the Basalt Regional Library for their summer activities. Many smaller
gatherings in Town parks are planned and being reviewed by the Planning Department.
Finance
Basalt Forward 2030 – This project is moving forward full speed. The Capital Needs Committee will
have its first orientation meeting on May 17, and this is the only meeting that all alternates and main
committee representatives have been asked to attend. We have a new logo for the Basalt Forward 2030

project that is included below. We are continuing conversations regarding how to best assure that
project costs are well-vetted prior to the time when Council will need to decide on which projects to
include in a ballot question, and whether we will be moving forward with a ballot question. Additionally,
Bill Ray is nearly finished with the Bang the Table set up, and we will have a link to Bang the Table on the
Town’s website that will include all information associated with the Capital Needs Committee.
Cushing Terrell is preparing the space needs assessment portion of the project currently, which will be
reviewed by Department Heads prior to finalization.
Riverside BC Affordable Housing purchase – The purchase of Unit #333 at Riverside BC is scheduled to
close on June 3. Jeff Conklin has been working with the seller’s realtor to assure a smooth closing.
Equitable Employee Retirement Plan – Assets have been transferred from John Hancock and ICMA to
Equitable for employees and former employees who have a retirement plan with the Town of
Basalt. The blackout date will end May 24, at which point the assets will be shown in the online
accounts. Those who have assets with AIG/VALIC will have their assets transferred after some
additional paperwork is completed, since they have a different process than John Hancock that is taking
a bit longer.

