DATE: May 28, 2021
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
Staff met with the Capital Needs Committee on Monday evening to discuss and get feedback on the
2020 Master Plan projects and facility needs. We will finalize a conceptual list of projects at our next
meeting and will work on finalizing the community survey. The Facility Needs Study will be presented to
Council on June 8th.
Town staff met with our broadband project partners to look at routing options for this year’s build. We
are working with the project engineer who is now taking the conceptual routing and matching that to
what is on the ground. We have discovered that a few of the utility poles are inadequate to
accommodate the new fiber. We discussed alternative routes and will have better estimated costs on
those in the coming weeks.
The parking at the elementary school is now available to the public. Town staff have spoken with all the
businesses on Midland to inform them of that parking option. We are also working with the Chamber to
provide more communication to the businesses that may benefit from the additional parking.
Public Works is picking up and chipping cut branches this week as part of the fire mitigation efforts in
the hill district. We had several participants this year and feel like progress was made to help mitigate
wildfire hazards. Staff also met with the Fire District this week to finalize Plans for fire mitigation in
Ponderosa Park. The SWIFT Crew will be here in early June to do that work.
Police
It has been a busy week assisting our schools with end of year activities. On Saturday, officers assisted
Basalt High School with their graduation ceremony, prom, and the Project Graduation event (all on the
same day). All events were in-person and were a wonderful sendoff to the outgoing class of 2021.
Congratulation to the graduated seniors!
We also assisted with middle and elementary school events. Officers provided traffic control the for 8th
grade continuation run, from the middle school to the high school, and attended their end of year
dance. We closed out the week by attending the elementary school field day.
Three applicants were interviewed for two open police officer positions. We have extended a
conditional offer of employment to an applicant that comes to us with 2 ½ years police experience. We
have started their background investigation. We are conducting additional interviews with one of the
other applicants.
Lieutenant Aaron Munch is visiting all businesses and offices in the downtown core along Midland
Avenue. Aaron is educating owner and workers about alternate places to park vehicles outside the core.

Public Works
The Public Works Team put out the flags for Memorial Day early Thursday morning. The Triangle Park
fountain needed some small plumbing repairs and is now up and running in anticipation of the holiday
weekend.
The crew worked on tying the fence back on the Swinging Bridge Trail with a nylon coated wire that
blends in with the fencing material and will be more durable than the temporary zip ties.
The streets crew has been out cleaning the pavement surfaces in preparation of the chip seal project
that is scheduled to start on Wednesday June 2nd in the industrial park area. After they finish that
section, they will make their way over to Homestead Drive and Cedar Drive towards the end of the
week. The chip seal consists of first putting down the tack, then laying the 3/8” chip on top and rolling it
in. They then come back to sweep the excess chip and fog seal it which typically happens about a week
after the chip has had time to be compacted into the oil from the traffic driving on it.
The Stotts Mill interior water lines were disinfected and pressure tested this week, those will be filled
and opened to the rest of the water lines on site after the tests come back showing they are safe to do
so.
Basalt Avenue paving is schedule for the week of June 14th, and we have been working with RFTA to
alternate bus routes for that project. We are also busy with street cut permits and are on pace to set a
record for the most street cut permits processed in a year.
Next week, the Willits Lane 10-acre PUD project will connect to Mid Valley water and sewer. This will
have a lane shift and some bike trail impacts for about a week that we have been working with the
contractor on. The goal has been to get this project done prior to our new asphalt overlay that will be
taking place on the same stretch of roadway.
Planning
Arbaney Pool - The Planning Staff has been coordinating construction items and details with Rudd, SGM,
and Connect One Design and POST on the pool renovation project. The pool and bathroom tile continues
to be installed. The contractors poured the expanded pool deck and installation of an upgraded electrical
service from Park Circle to the Arbaney Pool is reaching completion. Staff and the contractors are working
toward a mid-June “soft” opening of the pool facilities.

Basalt River Park Development –Staff has been reviewing entitlement documents for the River Park
Development in preparation for filing them with the County Clerk and Recorder’s Office.
Basalt River Park Improvements – Staff continued to work with the Developer and consultants on
addressing technical issues and preparing the plans for bidding Phase I of the project for construction.
Two Rivers Road Improvements –Council authorized the Town Manager to approve of the contract for
the Two Rivers Road improvements and reviewed the budget. Staff has been working to finalize details of
this project. FCI Constructors along with United Companies are planning to start the road project in early
July.
Fiber Project – Staff continued to have discussion with Holy Cross and HR Green regarding the installation
of fiber infrastructure in conjunction with several construction projects.
Mid-Valley Center Lot 4 – Staff has been coordinating with Holy Cross and neighboring properties on the
extension of fiber to the proposed future Public Works site. Staff presented the Public Works
development proposal to the P&Z on May 18th and the P&Z recommended approval. Staff will now
prepare for their meeting with Town Council on June 8th.
BPAC – Staff continues working to implement BPAC’s 2021 projects, including murals around town,
painted barriers around expanded outdoor seating, and virtual studio tours. Three murals were
completed this week, including one on the back of the Lions Park stage, one on the Town Hall building,
and one at 525 Basalt Avenue.

Development Review/Applications - Staff spent considerable time working on items associated with the
construction activities. Additionally, Staff has been working on numerous administrative development
review applications that take Staff time but that do not require review by the P&Z or Town Council. Staff
also spent time on responding to complaints, working on land use applications, including referring the
BCC Property (former Clark’s Market) Application to TRC.
Basalt East Entrance Sign – The Town received one bid for the East Entrance Sign and are planning to
bring it, along with a lighting proposal, to the Basalt Chamber Sign Committee for their consideration. If
approved, Staff will then bring it to Town Council for their approval of a contract.
Green Team – Staff attended the virtual second quarter meeting of the Eagle County Climate Action
Collaborative. Guest speakers included Patricia Rothwell, Executive Director of Energy Efficiency Business

Coalition and Eric Lovgren, Eagle County Wildfire Mitigation Manager. Rothwell spoke about how our
climate action goals create additional demand in the system, such as for construction, and how the labor
gap cannot meet the current demand goals. She presented opportunities on how to align the construction
and energy industries with government goals. Lovgren spoke about how the country is moving into the
age of megafires, which burn considerably more frequent and larger than average (over 100,000 acres).
Fire seasons are longer, fires are burning longer, and they are burning with more intensity. He indicated
that the Pinyon Ips Beetle is moving into the Roaring Fork Valley and other areas of Colorado’s high
country, and trees are stressed which will contribute to fire danger. The sector teams (Building,
Transportation, Community Updates, Education and Outreach, Materials Management, and Energy
Supply) provided update on their work since the first quarter. Of particular interest is that the recycling
rate in Eagle County has increased from 28% to 31% since 2020, and the overall diversion goal of 30% has
been achieved.
Staff will meet with Jesse Masten, Eagle County Solid Waste and Recycling Manager, today at the Basalt
High School to develop the layout of the parking lot for the upcoming hard-to-recycle materials event on
June 26th. After the meeting Staff will prepare the Special Event Activity Permit and the required form for
Pitkin County.
Willits Ski CO. Housing Site Visit- This week members of BACH, Green Team, and P&Z along with Staff
toured the Willits Block 9 Ski CO. Housing that is nearing occupancy.
Recreation
Recreation Staff participated in an online course and completed testing with passing scores in the
Certified Pool Manager (CPO) certification this week.
Staff have been meeting with applicants for employment at the Arbaney Park Pool. We have secured
pool time at the Aspen Recreation Center for American Red Cross lifeguard training. This will be a
blended learning offering where lifeguard candidates receive almost half of the information online. The
course will move to in person June 9th, 10th, and 12th for skills understanding, course completion, and
testing to be a certified lifeguard. We have seven participants enrolled currently.
The Recreation Youth Baseball and Softball programs are still in need of volunteer coaches. 5-6 y/o Tball, 9-10 y/o kid pitch baseball, and 11-13 y/o kid pitch softball all have coaches and are set for the
season starting on June 7th.
Staff have been working on an additional offering of American Red Cross babysitter training, Middle
School Improv, Mommy and me music classes, youth volleyball summer club and more.

