DATE: August 6, 2021
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
The Basalt Forward 2030 Open House was held on Wednesday evening from 5 – 7 p.m. at the Basalt
Library. The event was well attended, with approximately 95 community members in attendance.
Those that attended were very engaged and looking to learn more about the different proposed project.
The projects, which are directly from the 2020 Master Plan and 2021 Facility Needs Study, have now
been reviewed by the citizen-led Capital Needs Committee and their recommendations will be shared
with the Town Council on August 10th.
Special thanks to each member of the Capital Needs Committee for taking their time this summer to
review all the projects. There was a total of eight meetings, each over two hours long. This was quite a
commitment and truly helped the process as each project needed to be fleshed out which ultimately led
to the Committee being able to make recommendations on the most viable projects.
Town staff has put up a variable message board on the corner of Two Rivers Road and Midland Avenue
directing people to the Town’s website for more information about current projects. We fielded some
questions this week regarding the scope and timing of the various projects. We will keep the website
updated with current information and progression of the projects.
Police
This week we hosted our annual National Night Out event. The evening started with a little rain, but
after the rain cleared, many residents and visitors came out and we enjoyed a wonderful evening to
celebrate our community. Thank you to the following participating agencies: Roaring Fork Fire Rescue,
Eagle County Sheriff’s Office, Colorado State Patrol, Pitkin and Eagle County Health and Human Services,
Youth Zone, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, Response, Pitkin County Road and Bridge, Pitkin County Open
Space and Trails and The River Bridge Center. Special thanks to the Lions Cub for cooking and all the
volunteers who help make it a special night. A video of the event can be viewed on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/BasaltPolice

Public Works
Public Works is busy keeping up with all the construction happening in Basalt. Public Works must
inspect and approve work done to the water mains and any modification to the water system. We also
must make sure that the streets, once disturbed, are repaired properly.
The Swinging Bridge Lane waterline project has made two tie-ins of the new watermain this week. One
tie-in was to the Basalt Elementary School and the other to some townhomes. The plan is to complete
the tie-ins and pave the street cuts before school starts.
The Stotts Mill project has had all the water mains installed and tested. The contractor, Hughes, will be
repairing some street and sidewalk cuts in preparation of school starting.
The contractors working in the River Park will be asked to modify their traffic control around the school
traffic at the beginning of the workday and the end of school. We have tried this modified schedule
before and it seems to work good for everyone involved.
Sod from the River Park was reused at the pool to give coverage to some sloped areas and prevent
erosion.

Planning
Basalt Center Circle Application – The P&Z made a recommendation to approve the sketch plan
application. It is scheduled that the Town Council will continue the public hearing on this application until
August 24th.
Sopris Meadows Parcel 5 – The P&Z made a recommendation to approve the Parcel 5, Sopris Meadows
Sketch Plan Application. This item will be scheduled for consideration by the Town Council in September.
BPAC – The will meet next Thursday to discuss its current as well as 2022 projects.
Basalt River Park Development – Staff issued the full building permit for the restaurant. Additionally,
Staff and the Town Attorney have been working on finalizing the remainder of the entitlement documents.
Building permit applications are under review for some of the townhome units on the west side of the
development.
Staff created a page on the Town’s website that provides some further detail on each of the construction
projects that are underway, along with their general schedule:
https://www.basalt.net/629/Current-Construction-Projects

Basalt River Park Improvements – Walters Inc. started construction of the improvements early this week
with staging and removal of vegetation. The sod was made available to others through the contractors
Facebook page and was also reused at Arbaney Park. It looks like all of the sod will be able to be
repurposed for other projects, including the sod removed for the water line being constructed by the
Developer through the park.

Two Rivers Road Improvements – Parking Closures and Moving RFTA Bus Stop – Work continued this
week on the Two Rivers Road improvements. The up-valley bus stop has been relocated along Midland
Avenue across from the bank and this will close the parking from Two Rivers Road to the Bridge on the
park side of the road. Town Staff has been working with the contractors to coordinate pedestrian
circulation and on getting improved signage for pedestrians through the work area.
Mid-Valley Center Lot 4 – The Town received bids on August 3rd and staff will take the bid to Town
Council on Tuesday next week to seek approval of a contract with Walters Company for the proposed
work.
Building Permit Coordination – Mitch Miller accepted the Application for the Building Official. He is
expected to start mid-August. Mark Kittle will be helping with the transition. Mitch was previously with
the City of Aspen, lives in the mid-valley and came highly recommended. Once Mitch is on board, has time
to work on current projects, and new systems are developed, things should be easier for all.
Development Review/Applications –Staff spent considerable time working on items associated with the
construction activities. Additionally, Staff has been working on numerous administrative development
review applications that take Staff time but that do not require review by the P&Z or Town Council. Staff
also spent time on responding to complaints and working on land use applications.
Green Team – A subcommittee met to discuss potential code amendments that will move Basalt in the
direction of beneficial electrification. Staff attended a Board of Directors meeting for CC4CA this morning
that focused on planning for the October retreat in Vail, renewing and updating the lobbying contract,
and advocacy group updates.
Special Events – Staff was very busy permitting numerous special events in the coming weeks. Town Staff
participated in Tuesday’s National Night Out, which appeared well-attended, despite the weather.
Recreation
Aquatic staff have been working on the staffing schedule as lifeguards start to return to college and high
school. We are anticipating the ability to stay open through Labor Day with fairly regular hours.
Weekends thereafter is something we are looking at as well. The pool will have another 1–2-day closure
starting on Aug. 17th. The pool sub-contractor, AquaWorks, will continue to work on completion of the
project.

