DATE: August 5, 2022
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
We received word this week that Christy Chicoine will be leaving us to take a job with the Town of
Carbondale. Christy has done an excellent job for the Town over the last four years and is leaving us in a
great spot regarding our financial controls and systems. We will be looking to rehire the position and
have posted the advertisement already. Good luck to Christy in her next professional endeavor.
Major Kudos to Administrative Assistant Lanie Martin who has completed a big step toward her Certified
Municipal Clerk (CMC)! Lanie completed her final classes in Denver with other students learning the ins
and outs of things such as meeting conduct, elections, liquor and marijuana licensing, and more
importantly, leadership. There are still a few hurdles to complete before she obtains the title, but Lanie
has taken a huge step toward her CMC and we couldn’t be more proud!
Police
I am pleased to announce our two police officer applicants have successfully completed their
background investigations and have accepted job offers. Alec Mass and Steven Holmgren both live in
the Roaring Fork Valley. They will begin the Colorado Mountain College Law Enforcement Academy on
August 22nd. We expect they will successfully complete the academy, graduate on December 9th and
immediately begin our field training program. These hires fill our vacant police officer positions. Soon,
will be conducting an assessment center and interviews for our vacant sergeant position.
Our Community Police Academy met on Saturday for our live fire range day. Students participated in
handgun and patrol rifle exercise. All students did an excellent job operating the weapons to
understand all safety considerations and legal requirements officers must evaluate when deploying
firearms.

We held our annual National Night Out on Tuesday evening. This was the largest gathering we have
hosted and look forward to next year to make it even better. Thank you to the Basalt Police Department
Officers, Eagle County Sheriff’s Office, Roaring Fork Fire Rescue and the service providers who
participated. Special thanks to the community volunteers, Basalt High School Honor Society, Scouts BSA

and Lions Club for all their assistance! The police department’s Facebook page has a video of the event:
https://www.facebook.com/BasaltPolice/videos/595951975377395

Our officers and staff from the Pitkin County Sheriff’s Office, Aspen Police Department, Snowmass
Village Police Department, Aspen Ambulance District and Roaring Fork Fire Rescue participated in a twoday active harmer response training. Officers and EMS personnel trained on responding to potential
mass causality and active harm events. Town Manager Ryan Mahoney attended on Thursday to observe
the training.

Planning
Basalt Center Circle (BCC) Application – The Applicant submitted a final plan application and Staff
referred it out to the Town’s referral agencies for review. The Planning and Zoning Commission completed
their review of the BCC Final Plan Application. Town Council provided their initial review and continued
the public hearing to July 26th. The Application received first reading approval on July 26th.
Basalt River Park Improvements – The architects on the bandshell continue to work on the designs for
those elements of the park. The bandshell design is being finalized, and we are working with a contractor
on final pricing. The bus shelter/restroom facility is out for bid and bids for construction are due in midAugust. Work on Phase II of the Basalt River Park by RMCL is well underway. RMCL has installed the
irrigation and planted a good portion of the trees that have been delivered in the plaza area. RMCL is
working on preparing the great lawn for sod by scarifying the ground and placing topsoil.

Midland Avenue Streetscape Project – the Design Team and Town staff, have been moving the Midland
Avenue Streetscape Project forward. The Design Team has been meeting with various stakeholder groups,
and the owners/managers of the properties along Midland to gain their input. Staff and the Design Team
held meetings at Town Hall on July 22nd and July 27th to obtain more input from owners/managers of
properties along Midland Avenue. A work session for P&Z and presentation to Town Council will be held
on August 9th to discuss a preferred plan.
Green Initiatives and the Town of Basalt Photovoltaic and Energy Storage Project –Staff and McKinstry
continue to work with Holy Cross Energy, the school district, CORE and members of the Green Team on
the project. McKinstry has provided a cost/benefit analysis on a handful of sites for review. McKinstry
made a presentation to staff and representatives of the School District to discuss preferred options, the
preferred options are now being developed to a 30% design level in preparation for seeking grant funding
for the project.
Other Basalt Forward 2030 Support – Town Planning Staff also provided support to the Manager for the
Basalt Forward 2030 projects.
Basalt River Park Development LLC – A full building permit was issued on the Gallery Building which
includes commercial, apartments, and the affordable housing units.
Development Review/Applications – Staff also spent time on responding to administrative reviews,
complaints and working on land use applications and building permits.
Willits PUD Amendment Application- The Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed an application for
a PUD Amendment to permit a retail marijuana store in the Willits General Store Building and made a
recommendation to the Town Council. The Application was approved on first reading at the July 26th
Council meeting.
Mid-Valley Center Lot 4 –Town Staff and Gould are moving forward with permitting of the building. The
building has been ordered, potholing and utility connections are underway.

BPAC – The Commission heard an update regarding the Midland Avenue Streetscape Project and began
a discussion around potential ways the street and sidewalks could be used, how to support local
businesses through artistic endeavors during the construction, and how public art could be incorporated
into the streetscape on a rotating or permanent basis. BPAC also discussed potential locations for
murals in 2023.
Special Events – The annual Community Recycling Day was held last
Saturday at the Basalt High School. This year’s event did not include
household hazard materials and therefore was not as busy as the previous
year. Attendees were appreciative of the opportunity to drop off items for
proper recycling free of charge.

Green Team - At CORE’s request,
Staff participated in an
interview discussion at TACAW on
the topic of the Basalt
Incentives Rebate Program with
CORE. Staff expects to
receive the video within the next couple of weeks and will share it on the Town’s Green Team website.
Staff and CORE are exploring additional advertising opportunities for the program to spend down the
allocated funds for 2022 and increase energy efficiency in Basalt’s existing housing inventory.
Water Utility Master Plan – Town staff issued an RFP for the development of a Basalt Water Utility Master
Plan which will serve to inform the planning of capital improvements, operations and maintenance, and
rate increases that may be necessary to help fund the water enterprise. Proposals are due August 10th.
Linear Park Irrigation – Town staff held a pre-bid meeting for the rebuilding of the Linear Park irrigation
system, from an existing supply point of connection, including all pipe, valves, sprinkler components, wires
and control clock. Bids for this project are due on July 29th.
Public Works
This week in Public Works the streets department assessed a new sinkhole that formed on Willits Lane
approximately 320 feet south of Meadow Lane. It looks to be an old ditch crossing where the culvert is
starting to fail. On Thursday we placed a metal plate across the compromised area and are in the
process of lining up a contractor to replace the culvert.
The new cemetery fence on the North and East sides is about halfway done. The rest of the wooden
poles should be arriving in a few weeks to complete that project, they are having supply issues getting
them.
The Parks Department was busy helping and overseeing the new plantings at the River Park. They also
changed some of the configuration and irrigation heads to provide better coverage and watering to the

trees and garden beds at the Basalt underpass. We have been pruning trees around all the trails this
week and had a contractor remove two hazardous trees.
The Willits underpass that connects the Whole Foods Parking area to the new Eagle County Tree farm
project was completed this week. We removed the silicone ant-graffiti layer on the walls, caulked all the
cement joints that were starting to separate, painted the walls where needed and then reapplied a new
anti-graffiti coat to the walls. The project also included cleaning and recoating all the handrails leading
to and from the underpass that were starting to show signs of rust.
The Water Department was busy with a leak detection company trying to use a listening device to find
the leak we believe is somewhere in the upper pressure zone system that feeds the Basberg
Townhomes. We believed we found it where a valve meets two different sized pipes that were sleeved
together however once we excavated it we did not find the leak. We chased back the pipes as far as we
could go until hitting pavement and still had no luck. We will be going back out with the listening
correlator and keep trying to follow the line until we come to another spot that shows a very high
potential of a leak.
We are working with PD and Fire to finalize the large traffic control plan HR Green submitted to
complete the Pitkin County Fiber Project that runs from the high school and will stop at the bottom of
the gas line trail on Two Rivers Road. Construction on that project looks like it will be starting midaugust depending on when they can get a few other permits.
We were working with CDOT and Heyl Construction to problem solve and address the drainage issues on
the west side of Highway 82 where you enter the roundabout. Heyl plans on trenching in a new drain to
an existing culvert where they are boring new fiber conduits for the Tree Farm Project so we are hoping
that will help with the issue.
We had Climate Control out to address the pool temperature controls and determined that the boiler
wasn’t receiving power to turn on when they system was calling for it. That was reconnected and will
keep an eye on it and adjust any settings as needed.

