Call to Artists

Section I: Introduction
The Town of Basalt, through the Basalt Public Arts Commission (BPAC), is pleased to announce
this Call to Artists. The Town is accepting proposals through November 15, 2022, for an artist’s
plan to create a unique sculpture that will be located within a specifically designated area of the
Basalt River Park.
There is no fee to enter a submission.

Section II: Site and Sculpture Location
Basalt is a small town within the Roaring Fork Valley with a population just under 4,000 residents.
Basalt is located approximately 20 miles northwest of Aspen and 21 miles southeast of Glenwood
Springs. The Town is situated at the confluence of the Frying Pan and Roaring Fork Rivers, and is
a destination for fly fishing, rafting, cycling, and other outdoor activities year round. Downtown
Basalt also is home to a several art galleries and studios.
The sculpture will be located in a designated area within the Basalt River Park. The Basalt River
Park begins at southwest corner of the intersection of Two Rivers Road and Midland Avenue in
downtown Basalt. The park serves as the gateway to downtown and is a vital parcel in Basalt’s
recreational and green infrastructure.
The Basalt River Park has been undergoing significant transformation over the past couple of
years. Local landscape architecture firm Connect One Design has contracted with the Town to
develop a plan for the Basalt River Park that will bring recreation opportunities and vitality to
downtown Basalt, as well as showcase the Roaring Fork River as one of Basalt’s greatest
amenities.
The theme decided upon by Connect One Design for the Basalt River Park is “Eddy Out.” This
theme speaks to the relationship of the park to the river and incorporates a playfulness in the
park’s design with flowing pathways, swirling stone accents, and other natural style features. The
park’s location and a site plan for the Basalt River Park can be found in Attachments A and B.
Construction of the Basalt River Park has been broken into two Phases. Phase 1 was completed
in 2021 and included utility installation, site grading, hardscape installation for a concrete plaza,
and temporary erosion control measures. Phase 2 of the Basalt River Park is expected to be
completed by early Fall of 2022 and will include installation of the final landscaping and planting
materials, hardscape surfaces, pathways, play features, minor utilities, shade structures, signage,
site furnishings, and an irrigation system.
Additional features within the Basalt River Park will include the construction and installation of a
band shell with integrated climbing features and a misting sculpture, which are anticipated to be
completed in Spring of 2023.

1

The sculpture will be located in a designated area between the Free Range Restaurant building
and the Roaring Fork River. The area of installation is a flat, circular dirt surface surrounded by
river rock. The sculpture will be located at the high point of the park, with the grade gently
sloping downward toward the river.

Section III: Scope of Work
The successful artist will produce a three-dimensional sculpture for the designated area at the
Basalt River Park, which is located between the Free Range Kitchen restaurant and the river, and
as further indicated in Attachment B. Images of the designated installation area can be found in
Attachment C.

Section IV: Timeline
The following table outlines critical dates for the project. Any updates will be shared with
applicants or those who have indicated interest in the project and will also be provided publicly
on the Town’s website at www.basalt.net.
Call to Artists

August 19, 2022 – November 15, 2022

Receive Questions from Artists

August 19 – October 28, 2022 @ 5:00 pm

Answers Released to all Artists and Posted on November 1, 2022
Town of Basalt Website
Submissions Due
November 15, 2022 @ 5:00 pm
Basalt Public Arts Commission (BPAC) meet to November 18, 2022
select shortlist of potential artists/sculptures
Council Selection
December 13, 2022
Contract with Artist

December 15, 2022

Installation Date

TBD – Summer 2023

Section V: About the Sculpture
A. Size. The size and scale of the proposed sculpture shall be appropriate in relation to the
site. Ideally the artist will create a rendering or other visual depiction of the proposed
sculpture in relation to the designated location and surrounding area.
B. Base. The sculpture will be placed in the designated circular area that has a level dirt
surface. The artist is responsible for determining the method of affixing the sculpture to
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the site. This information should be included within the application submission. See
Attachment C for images of the sculpture location area.
Additional information:
1. Diameter of the sculpture location area = 11’
2. Circumference of the sculpture location area = 34.54’
3. Height of the adjacent restaurant building = 15’
C. Materials. The sculpture shall be crafted of materials that are appropriate to withstand
Basalt’s weather and Colorado’s mountain climate. Materials must be tangible, free of
sharp surfaces or angles, and not highly reflective.
D. Maintenance. The sculpture shall be maintenance free or require minimal maintenance.
Any maintenance needs shall be outlined in the proposal.
E. Theme. The artists should keep in mind the family-friendly nature of the park while
contemplating the theme or appearance of the sculpture.

Section VI: About the Artist
Artists must be at least 18 years of age to enter a submission. Ideally the artist will have
experience with working with the materials proposed for the sculpture and can provide examples
of work.
Local, regional, or artists located within the state of Colorado will be given priority.

Section VII: Proposal Requirements
The artist shall provide a detailed representation of the art piece in rendering form. The
successful submission will be reviewed by BPAC, Town Staff, and Town Council, with Council
making the final decision. Once approved, any changes to the chosen sculpture should be
minimal, and will require review by BPAC, who will make a recommendation to the Town
Manager. Depending on the level of variation proposed, approval of the changes may be granted
by the Town Manager or Town Council.
The artist shall describe the materials used and the dimension of the proposed sculpture. Any
maintenance shall be clearly identified within the artist’s submission.
The artist shall provide a full outline of the budget with cost of delivery and installation broken
out separately. If lighting is proposed for the sculpture, the type, size, and power source for the
lighting shall be explained and included as a separate line item within the budget.
The artist should include any available references, as well as website or social media accounts
and where examples of work can be viewed.
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While not required, it is strongly recommended that the artist visit the site and the downtown
Basalt area.

Section VIII: Questions/Answers
Artists shall submit any questions to Sara Nadolny, Senior Planner, via email at
sara.nadolny@basalt.net or by calling 970-279-8112. Questions will be received through 5:00
pm on October 28, 2022.
A list of questions and responses will be made available to all artists that indicate a desire to apply
and also will be posted on the Town’s website at www.basalt.net on November 1st, 2022.

Section IX: Budget
A budgeted range for the project has been determined up to $100,000. The budget includes the
cost of the selected sculpture, transportation to the site, installation, and any accessory uses (e.g.
lighting).

Section X: Selection
The chosen design will be based on the following criteria:

•
•
•
•
•
•

The sculpture’s overall design in relation to the designated sculpture site
The sculpture’s design in relation to the area and the Basalt River Park
The appropriateness of the materials proposed to be used, including maintenance
requirements
Cost
The artist’s location
The ability to bring the sculpture to the site

Section XI: Submission of Proposed Sculpture
Proposals will be received until 5:00 pm on November 15, 2022. Materials may be submitted in
the following ways:
1. Email: sara.nadolny@basalt.net
2. USPS, FedEx or UPS: Sara Nadolny c/o Town of Basalt, 101 Midland Avenue, Basalt CO
81621
3. Hand delivery to Sara Nadolny, Town of Basalt, 101 Midland Avenue, Basalt CO 81621

Section XII: Terms and Conditions
The Town retains the right to cancel this solicitation and any proposal may be rejected in whole
or in part for good cause when in the best interest of the Town of Basalt. The Town of Basalt
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reserves the right to reject any or all proposals or accept what is, in its judgment, the best
submission. If a contract is awarded, it will be awarded based on how well the submission fulfills
the criteria outlined in Section X, above.

Section XIII: Contact
Please send your questions to Sara Nadolny at sara.nadolny@basalt.net or by calling 970-9274701 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm.
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Attachment A: Location Map

Basalt
River
Park
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Attachment B: Basalt River Park Site Plan

Sculpture
Location

Attachment C: Images of Sculpture Site

Image A: View of Sculpture Site looking South, toward the Roaring Fork River.

Image B: View of Sculpture Site looking North. Free Range Restaurant is the building beyond the Sculpture Site.

Image C: View of Sculpture Site looking West. Building under construction will be mixed commercial and residential
uses and is located on a parcel independent of the Basalt River Park.

